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THE GREAT WALK
GOLD RIVER TO TAHSIS

www.greatwalk.com

63.5 KM

25th ANNUAL
JUNE 1, 2002

NORTH AMERICA'S TOUGHEST WALK

CALL 250 934-6570 OR FAX 250 934-6576
TO REGISTER

Vancouver Island’s Emerald Sea offers 
sport divers a splash of tropical splendour 
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Cover: Browning Wall’s sheer vertical wall is punctuated with pink soft corals and yellow 
sulphur sponge. Situated off the northern tip of Vancouver Island, along the western side of 
Browning Passage, Browning Wall offers cold water divers a rich tapestry of marine life that 
rivals any to be found at many of the world’s tropical reef systems. By Jett Britnell

Left & above: On a cool late spring morning before most islanders are stirring 
1,100 walkers and runners gather to make the annual pilrimage from Gold River to 
Tahsis on the ‘Great Walk’. By Philip Stone
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Well it 
certainly 

feels pretty smug to 
be fi nally wrapping 
Wild Isle up with 
a full colour cover. 
It’s been a while in 
the making but I’m 

sure you’ll agree that it has been 
worth the wait.

Many thanks to Jett Britnell 
who not only supplied the 
incredible photograph featured 
on this issue’s cover but also the 
excellent feature article about 
diving around Vancouver Island 
that accompanies it.

Thanks also to Ken Reese who 
has joined the Wild Isle team, 
bringing his design and layout 
skills. Ken’s talents are evident 
throughout this edition and his 
energy will doubtless shine as 
he fi nds his feet in our hectic 
workfl ow.
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HAPPENINGS
April 7 Last day of daily operation Mt. Washington 

April 12-14 Silva Bay Launch Festival Gabriola Island
 wooden boat celebration 250-247-8809

April 19 Spring Guide Exchange Uculuelet
 adventure@oceanriver.com

April 26-28 Canadian Adventure  Kamloops
 Tourism Conference 250-371-5843

April 28 Snow to Surf Relay Race Comox Valley
 www.snowtosurf.com

May 3,4,5 Hammerfest mountain bike race Parksville
 1-877-MTB-BIKE

May 11 Mind Over Mountain  Cowichan Bay
 Adventure Race 250-715-8933

May 17-19 Coast Kayak Symposium Thetis Island
 604-597-1122

June 21-23 Vancouver Island Paddlefest Ladysmith
 www.paddlecentre.com 250-245-4246

 Mountain Beats and Blues Fesitval Revelstoke
 250-837-5500 

June 22-23 Extreme Sports Show Victoria
 G.R. Pearks Rec Centre 

July 27 Mind Over Mountain  Ladysmith
 Adventure Race 250-715-8933

Aug. 11 AllteraMan Canada Campbell River
 250-923-7911 www.active.com

Sept. 21 Mind Over Mountain  Comox Lake
 Adventure Race 250-715-8933

If you want to have your event in HAPPENINGS,  send us a fax at (250) 285-2236 or 
email at wildisle@island.net with all the dirt.

 
 
 
 

 

t 

Vancouver Island Cup 
Mountain Bike Race Series 

Downhill: Apr. 20 Top Ridge
    May 19 Port Alberni
    June 16 Port Alice
    July 14 Dodge City

   Aug. 11 Nanaimo
Final:   Sep. 1 Mt. Washington

X-Country: Apr. 14 Snowden
      June 9 Cumberland
      July 21 Port Alberni

     Aug. 18 Nanaimo

Final:     Aug. 31 Mt. Washington

Contact Dodge City Cycles for more 
info, 250-336-2200

Mind Over Mountain 
Adventure Racing 
NEW: Mind Over Mountain 

Trail Run Saturday, March 30th, 
2002 10am Mt. Tzouhalem, 
Duncan, BC ~8-10km

In cooperation with Cowichan 
Valley’s local running club, the 
CeeVACs Roadrunners, Mind 
Over Mountain Event Co. Ltd. is 
pleased to announce that the 2nd 
Annual Mind Over Mountain 
Trail Run on Mount Tzouhalem 
will be back on Saturday, March 
30th, 2002.

This epic mountain run will 
get your heart rate to the max and 
adrenaline pumping as you take on 
the wicked trails of Mt. Tzouhalem. 
This race is a great warm up to the 
May 11th Adventure Race. Get 
an up close look at the exciting 
terrain that will be featured in the 
adventure race. Bring your team 
down for the race and stay for a 
ride on Mt. Tzouhalem -- some of 
the best single-track on the Island!

Approximate distance 8-10km 
with 400m elevation gain. 

Early bird rates are only $15 
until March 22nd. For more 
information or to register, visit 
www.mindovermountain.com 

Register by March 15th for 
any of the Mind Over Mountain 
Adventure Races and you will be 
entered into a draw for a pair of 
Adidas Trail Response Runners 
[$120 value] and a $50 Gift 
Certifi cate from Frontrunners in 
Nanaimo.

The fi rst race of the series kicks 
off on May 11th in Cowichan Bay. 
Get your team together and start 
your training! 

For more information or to 
register, visit:
www.mindovermountain.com

It was a pleasure to meet 
so many enthusiastic Wild 
Isle readers through the past 
tradeshow season. We attended 
two shows in Victoria and 
one a piece in Vancouver and 
Courtenay since October. It is 
always fun to share stories and 
ideas with others who share our 
passion for adventure recreation 
on Vancouver Island and the 
west coast but to meet so many 
all at once is a real treat.

We are looking for feedback 
from readers and industry 
professionals especially retailers 
regarding introducing a price 
for Wild Isle. I’ll spare you the 
economic sob story of publishing 
but suffi ce to say if there 
wasn’t an obvious hole in our 
revenue sources we wouldn’t be 
considering it. But we need to hear 
from you fi rst so any feedback on 
the matter can be sent by email 
to wildisle@island.net or by 
other means to the addresses 
and numbers listed left in the 
masthead. Until next issue...

Philip Stone
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FROM THE FIELD Send Wild Isle your news item - press release, event info, new products etc. 
Send them to Wild Isle at wildisle@island.net or by fax to 250-285-2236.

ARC’TERYX 
ANNOUNCES NEW CEO

Vancouver, B.C. based Arc’teryx 
Equipment Inc. is proud to announce 25 
year outdoor industry veteran Tom Herbst 
as CEO. 

Herbst began his career at Mountain 
Equipment Coop, where he was the CEO 
from 1974 to 1992 taking sales to over 40 
million.  Following Mountain Equipment 
Coop, Herbst worked as an independent 
consultant for several outdoor businesses 
before becoming a minority shareholder and 
consigliere at Arc’teryx 3 years ago.

Herbst will succeed company co-founder 
Jeremy Guard, who remains with Arc’teryx 
as a design consultant. Guard will also be 
providing design feedback to Arc’teryx’s 
new owner Salomon.

Herbst states: “Arc’teryx products have set 
the standards for our industry in innovation, 
functionality and style. With Jeremy being 
contributing on design, we will continue to 
raise the bar”.

 Lower Malemute 
Voluntary Closure - Update 
With the approach of spring, inquiries are 

rising steadily about the status of climbing 
at the lower Malemute in Squamish. The 
Climbers Access Society of BC have been 
working hard on this, but there is no defi nite 
solution as yet. 

Last autumn CASBC prepared an accurate 
survey plan of the lower Malemute, locating 
the climbs and their distance from the tracks, 
and showing how the cliff might be zoned 
by use and safety. That plan, and a written 
preliminary proposal, were sent to B.C. Rail 
in December. On February 18th, John Howe, 
Neil Bennett and Kevin McLane travelled 
with several senior B.C. Rail managers on 
the train from North Vancouver to Squamish. 
This included an engineer’s view from the 
driver’s seat of the train, passing by the 
Malemute at around 70km/hr. This was 
followed by a meeting at the B.C. Rail offi ce 
in Squamish. The outcome was positive, 
although much work needs to be done. 

As a result of the meeting, and at B.C. 
Rail’s request, CASBC agreed to prepare 
a detailed written plan. This will outline 
the issues from the climbers’ perspective, 
and provide background on the cliff and 
climbs, and their national and international 
signifi cance. It will also detail the access 
options, how the Malemute could be zoned 
for risk management, and offer strategies for 
a solution. These should have been submitted 
to B.C. Rail by 1st March. 

For now, the entire Lower Malemute 
remains under a voluntary closure. (The 
Upper Malemute is open.) It is very likely that 
a solution will involve permanent closure of 
some climbs in the Penguins in Bondage area, 
some fencing, signage, and new access routes. 
B.C. Rail recognizes the high cost of fencing 
the entire length of the cliff, and maintenance. 
It cannot pay for that, but appears willing to 
consider solutions requiring partial fencing 

only. It might also be able to help in kind. 
However, a substantial fund-raising campaign 
seems likely. And a fund-raising/ membership 
strategy is being prepared. 

Watch for further information in CASBC  
Access News, as it becomes available. It 
should also appear on CASBC’s website 
(www.bivouac.com/casbc). In the meantime, 
we ask that climbers continue to refrain from 
climbing at the Lower Malemute, and thank 
you all for your co-operation and restraint 
to date. 

All climbers should keep in mind that B.C. 
Rail has the authority to close most of the 
climbs adjacent to the tracks, and all existing 
foot approaches, but has chosen instead to 
discuss the issues to see if a positive solution 
can be found. In this regard, we wish to 
extend our special thanks to Tom Winters, 
Operations Manager, and Andy Thom, BC 
Rail Police. 

- CASBC 

bamfieldkayak@hotmail.com
www.bamfield-kayak.com

Mt Arrowsmith by Peter Rothermel
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Horne Lake Caves Provincial ParkHorne Lake Caves Provincial Park

WILD

CAVING

www.hornelake.com

(250) 757-TOUR (8687)

GO CAVING! See ancient fossils
and amazing crystal formations!

- Easy 1.5 hr. "Family Tours"
- 3 hr. "Triple Cave Adventure"

- 5 and 7 hr. "Extreme" caving trips
climbing underground waterfalls

The teams are in place.  The 
course is set.  All that is missing 
is a loud and boisterous crowd 
cheering the athletes on.  The 
20th running of the Snow to 
Surf multi sport relay race is 
looking for more spectators to 
cheer their athletes on.

About 1400 athletes on 175 
teams will plunge from the 
snowy slopes of Mt. Washington 
to the waters of the Strait of 
Georgia in a wax taxing, knee 
numbing, wheel spinning, 
paddle splashing 62 kilometres.  

The eight stage race begins 
on April 29th in the morning 
from Mt. Washington Alpine 
Resort.  The fi rst leg is an uphill 
run followed by a ski race to 
the bottom and the hand off 
to a cross country skier.  They 
will ski a 7.5 km course before 
handing off to two consecutive 
10 km downhill running legs.  
The second runner hands off to 
a mountain biker who hands off 
to a road biker.  At this point the 
athletes are down in the valley.  
The race ends with a two person 
canoe around the Courtenay 
River estuary before crossing 
the fi nish line at the Comox 
Marine Park.

Teams are separated into nine 
categories, and competition is 
always tough. They need all the 
support they can get. 

Spectators are urged to get 
out on the race course and lend 
some vocal encouragement.  For 
more details on the route, check 
out the Royal Lepage Comox 
Valley Snow to Surf website at 
www.snowtosurf.com

Snow to Surf 
wants you The Hawk, set for take off

Testing out the chair at the unveiling of the Hawk.  The lift will whisk 2,800 skiers per hour to the 
west side of the mountain, taking Mt. Washington’s total lift capacity over 11,000/hr.

Mt. Washington’s plan to 
install a six-person lift has been 
met with both enthusiasm and 
skepticism from Island skiers. 
Some look forward to shorter lift 
lines and more runs on the west 
side of the mountain. Others 
wonder about the location of the 
new lift.

“Moving out to the west is the 
only place to expand,” said Dave 
Hampshire, Mt. Washington’s 
public relations manager. “The 
Red Chair has been a major, 
major choke point for many 
years. We needed something to 
free up that amount of people.”

So the mountain decided on 
a six-person detachable high-
speed-lift. It will take off from a 
base area near the green chair, 
rise up to the west of where the 
Red is now, lifting skiers and 
riders to the top of Westerly. 
The Hawk Six Pack will increase 
capacity by 800 riders per hour. 
The Hawk “allows access to more 
intermediate and high end novice 
runs” Hampshire said. Looking 
at a trail map today one would 
wonder what intermediate and 
novice skiers would be doing on 
the west side of the mountain. 
“What the terrain looks like now 
is not what it will look like when 
you get off the Hawk.”

The mountain said the new 
lift will allow for 200 acres of 
new ski terrain but they haven’t 
decided where the new runs 
will be cut. Ecosign, a ski area 
planning company, is working on 
the plan. Many skiers expected 
the lift to rise from the swanky 
timber frame cross-country lodge 
but Hampshire says that will 

have to wait. “The Red Chair 
replacement needed to be done 
right away. It’s not economically 
viable to have a lift from the 
Raven Lodge.”

But the planned location has 
expert skiers up in arms. Not only 
will black diamond runs likely 
disappear, but also intermediate 
skiers will be dropped at the 
bottom of the hardest runs on the 
mountain. “We want to cater to 
as many people as possible with 
our expansion plans” Hampshire 
said. “The Hawk caters to 
beginner and intermediate. In 
the future we want to do the 
same thing for expert skiers.” 
That could begin as soon as 
next season. The mountain is 
mulling over the idea of running 
a shuttle bus to the logging 
road that serves as a pickup for 
skiers and boarders exploring 

the unpatrolled backside of Mt. 
Washington.

Eventually that terrain will 
also become part of the mountain. 
The ski hill sold the Red Chair 
and is in the process of buying a 
lift for another expansion, likely 
in 2003, Hampshire added.

For sure the Hawk will provide 
more terrain for beginner 
and intermediate skiers. Mt. 
Washington will be home to the 
only six-person chair in all of 
Western Canada. The congested 
mess at the Red Chair will be gone, 
but so will some of the powder 
stashes enjoyed by Vancouver 
Island powder hounds. What this 
all means to the average slider 
will be determined when the new 
lift takes off in December and 
either squawks or hawks. Check 
www.wildisle.ca/news for more 
info on the expansion.
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    “A SEASON OF CHANGE ”

by  Andrew Smith

SKI & SURF SHOP
skiandsurfshop.com

SKI & SURF SHOP

The Valley's Surf & Sportwear Store

Your North Island Kayak Source

toll free
1-800-760-3188

emailfirstaid@slipstreamadventures.com
www.slipstreamadventures.com

Upcoming Course Dates
Advanced Wilderness
First Aid Programs
$598 + GST
April 11-20, 2002 - Vancouver, BC
April 24-May 4, 2002 - Victoria, BC 
May 8-17, 2002 - Canmore, AB
May 22-31, 2002 - Vancouver, BC
June 3-14, 2002 - Victoria, BC
July 17-26, 2002 - Vancouver, BC
Aug 19-29, 2002 - Victoria, BC
Sept 18-27, 2002 - Vancouver, BC

While there is plenty of winter 
recreation happening 
right now, it won’t be long 
before our focus switches 

to warm weather activities and as a result, 
it is appropriate to make you aware of some 
changes happening this season.

Within the Ministry of Water, Land 
and Air Protection, BC Parks is now 
strategically aligned under the umbrella of 
the “Environmental Stewardship” division, 
which also includes Fish and Wildife, 
Planning and Ecosystems sections.  Like 
other divisions, efforts will be focussed on a 
new set of core services, aimed at protecting 
park values while minimizing impacts to 
visitors.  Also, in an attempt to develop 
a more effi cient management system, the 
previous 11 districts in the province have 
been amalgamated into 9 regions, including 
one for Vancouver Island.

Another anticipated change being 
implemented this season will be campground 
fi rewood sales.  While perhaps hard to 
accept, this initiative has been pursued 
to maintain or improve air quality in and 
around our parks while reducing the need 
for wood and the high costs of supply.  It 
is also important to note that BC was one 
of only two provinces or territories to 
provide fi rewood free of charge.  Wood 
will still be made available by Park Facility 
Operators, however, campers should expect 
an associated fee to cover costs. 

Also in those parks that had them, 
interpretive programs have been cancelled, 
including the closure of associated nature 
houses.  It is hoped that while these services 
will not be delivered by BC Parks, the 
cancellation of these programs will inspire 
proposals by groups and individuals who 
may identify this change as an opportunity 

to offer similar programs.  
With the continued growth of Information 

Technology, BC Parks will now deliver park 
information through its website rather than 
printed brochures. However, the web pages 
are being developed to provide the public 
the opportunity to print off their own 
brochures should they require them.  This 
new direction will also give BC Parks greater 
fl exibility in delivering more up to date 
information while continually upgrading the 
quality and quantity of information.

While developing a new effi cient 
management structure, all parks were 
reviewed for services required and a decision 
was made to reduce delivery of services and 
facilities in some of the less visited parks.

What all this means and the real 
message I’m trying to deliver here, is the 
increased need for all of us to assume more 
responsibility for the protection of our parks.  
BC Parks requires each visitor to consider 
potential impacts of over use or improper 
use of our parks. The provincial resources 
will not be there to mitigate against poor user 
ethics. Instead it is more likely that areas 
or parks will be closed if impacts are not 
manageable.  Communities will also need to 
consider increasing their support for nearby 
provincial parks, assuming some of the 
responsibility for the care and monitoring 
of a park(s), in exchange for the benefi ts the 
parks provide in local recreation and to the 
economy through tourism attraction.

While our method of management 
will continue to evolve over time, quite 
dependant on social values, public need, 
economic realities and new ideas, what 
can’t change is our long term support. These 
protected areas are ours, held in trust for our 
future generations. Cherish and look after 
them. 

G
O

L
D

E
N

 H
I
N

D
E

 •
 S

T
R

A
T

H
C

O
N

A
 P

A
R

K
 •

 V
A

N
C

O
U

V
E

R
 I

S
L

A
N

D



8 www.wildisle.ca

My youngest son attends the 
small, two-room, school here 
in Hot Springs Cove.  As part 
of the Grade 7 curriculum, 

he’s learning about ancient Egypt in Social 
Studies.  Fairly interesting stuff - pyramids and 
underground tombs, the Sphinx and King Tut.  
My son is defi nitely not bored.  

Viewed as one of the world’s great, and 
oldest, civilizations, Ancient Egypt traces its 
history back over 5000 years.  I can’t help 
but fi nd it ironic that the land my son walks 
on today, the ocean he travels, the beaches he 
roams gathering clams, are home to another 
civilization - one that not only goes back 5000 
years but continues today.

The indigenous peoples of the Pacifi c West 
Coast left no man-made monuments that match 
the scale of those left by the ancient Egyptians.  
No pyramids to withstand thousands of years.   
No memorials of jewels and elaborate gold.  
Their imprint on the land was far more subtle:  
Totem poles that stood for a few generations 
before toppling and being reclaimed by the 
rainforest, burial caves with mummifi ed bodies 
and material possessions that withstood longer 
periods of time but eventually were 
reclaimed by the elements, planks 
and strips of bark taken from cedar 
trees that continued to grow for 
centuries after.

The peoples of the West Coast found no 
need to erect monuments that withstood time.    
Their cultures, their societies, were a part 
of the environment in which they lived and 
thrived.  And that environment was timeless, 
eternal in and of itself.

For West Coast people, this history, this past, 
this evolution into the present, is all around us.  
It is in the land and the water.  It is in the forest, 
on the ocean, along the low-tide beach, along 
each stretch of rugged coastline.

The environment and the people are 
so interconnected they became virtually 
indistinguishable. To travel, to paddle, to walk 
in this environment is to glimpse into the past 
and see the present all at once.  To take the 
effort to see beyond the obvious, to take the 
time to feel, to sense, is to gain an awareness of 
those cultures that call this area home.  

  Where I live in Hot Springs Cove, we are 
members of the Hesquiaht Nation.  Hesquiaht 
territory.  Hesquiaht language.  Hesquiat 
Harbour.  Hesquiat Village.  Hesquiaht is a 
whole - land, language, culture, identity and 
place. This is a concept that becomes clearer 
the more time one spends here.  

The natural world defi nes the people who live 
here today, who have lived here in the past.  The 
forests that have escaped the greed of the logging 

companies are the same forests that thrived a 
thousand years ago, fi ve thousand years ago. 
Cedar, spruce, hemlock, tower hundreds of feet 
skyward, standing for over a thousand years 
anchoring a forest that in turn anchors an 
incomprehensibly vast diversity of life.

In his essay, “The End of the Wild,” 
Wade Davis describes the history of  Pacifi c 
Northwest temperate rainforest:  “Two hundred 
million years ago vast coniferous forests formed a 
mantle across the entire world.”  

Due to the evolutionary advance of 
fl owering plants, Davis explains, these conifers 
went extinct in many areas, but continued to 
thrive in particularly well-suited environments 
like the Pacifi c West Coast.  “The result is an 
ecosystem so rich, so productive, that the biomass 
in the best sites is easily four times as great as that 
of any comparable area of the tropics.” 

Certainly there have been changes here - the 
greatest of which have been brought upon 
by western man’s incursions in the last two 
hundred years.  Still  there is enough left to see 
the magnitude of what once was.  

The environment is a reality that cannot be 
improved upon; there is absolutely no reason to 
even contemplate trying. The spirit of a people 

is in this environment.  You can open a book 
and gain some insight into Ancient Egypt.  
You can go for a walk and be a part of Ancient 
North America.   

This connection, this unbreakable bond 
between people and place, is the reason I have 
come to be involved in outdoor education.  
Within the realm of outdoor education is a 
path of huge potential that can lead people to 
understand the value and importance of being 
linked to the earth.

Some days, selling outdoor education feels 
like selling sunshine.  Everyone loves sunshine, 
but no one (well, almost no one) considers 
buying it?  When the outdoors is all around 
us, available to everyone, no matter how rich or 
poor, why would anyone pay for basking in the 
sun’s free warmth?   

Why would anyone, in their right mind, 
pay for guided trips or interpretive hikes or 
wilderness retreats or programs in outdoor 
leadership and outdoor skills?  Why indeed?  

The reason is not the simplest to explain.  It 
lies in the enrichment of experience.  It is the 
difference between being an outdoor spectator 
and being an outdoor player.  Between 
watching the soccer game from the sidelines 
and being out on the fi eld defending, passing, 
shooting, scoring, celebrating your team’s 

ability and efforts.  Between merely reading the 
Shakespeare play and having someone nudge 
you to take the time to appreciate the beauty 
and meaning of particular passages so that the 
whole of the work comes into clearer, startling 
focus.

Outdoor education provides skills, 
knowledge, and experience, but these are 
not ends in themselves.  The development of 
skills, the acquiring of knowledge and diverse 
experience, is the means through which people 
gain the desire to learn more.  In the acquisition 
of skills, knowledge, and experience, people 
become comfortable and confi dent enough 
to expand their own learning abilities 
exponentially.   

Outdoor education is a spiral of increasing 
learning and insight.  The more you 
experience, the more you want to experience.  
The more you learn of the natural world, 
the more you want to learn. Knowledge 
enhances experience.  Skills enable and enrich 
experience.  Experience creates the desire for 
more knowledge and greater skills.    The more 
skills are honed, the more opportunities arise to 
see, to feel, to touch, to understand and forge a 
personal link with the natural world. 

It is easy to list the components 
of outdoor education: Wilderness 
skills.  First aid competencies.  
Mountaineering.  Climbing abilities.  
Risk Management.  Paddling 
certifi cations.   Natural history.  

The list can go on indefi nitely. But outdoor 
education is primarily about creating that link, 
a connection to the earth, an understanding, an 
awareness, a bond with its vastness. It is taking 
the time, having the patience, relaxing enough 
to lose the techno-urban mindset and allow the 
space, the forests and the oceans, the earth, to 
show their true reality.  

A connection with the natural world breeds 
an intuition, a feeling, a sense, of being a part 
of a living, breathing, dynamic earth that is at 
the very heart of human existence.  The natural 
environment reminds us all of an eternal way 
of thinking and interacting with the earth and 
one another.

To gain an inkling, a sense, of the eternal link 
between human beings and the earth, is the 
essence of outdoor education.  Skills, knowledge, 
competencies, certifi cations - they feed and 
enhance our comprehension.  We learn, we 
hone, and we experience, and in so doing, we 
enable our spirits and our minds to become free 
in the vastness of earth.  And in that quest, lies 
the real value of outdoor education.

 Karen Charleson is a fervent believer in 
outdoor education and, along with her husband 
Steve, the owner of Hooksum Outdoor School in 
Hesquiat Harbour.

Losing that Techno-Urban Mindset:
a wilderness guide explains the how and the why
by Karen Charleson

Some days, selling outdoor education 
feels like selling sunshine!
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Kindred Spirit
Kayak Company Ltd.

located in the
Beautiful Cowichan Valley

• Whitewater &
Ocean Lessons
(Intro & Advanced Courses)

• Wilderness First Aid
• Swift Water

(Rescue 3 International)

phone: (250) 701-1888
PO Box 437 • Duncan, B.C. V9L 3X8

www.kindredspiritkayak.com

LETTERS

Send Wild Isle your comments, opinion etc..                
wildisle@island.net

Dear Editor,
In regards to the Kellerhals’ 

letter and Andrew Smith’s response 
in the Jan-March 2002 Wild Isle.

I’m writing to present another 
view on the snowmobile debate.  
First, snowmobile clubs are asking 
to be part of the planning process 
with regard to their traditional riding 
areas.  Snowmobilers predate the 
expansion of Strathcona Park, as 
they followed the logging roads of 
Crown Zellerback in the late 1960’s, 
when logging roads were fi rst 
pushed up to Mount Washington 
and later Rossiter Lake.  When the 
park expanded to include more of 
these areas, no constitution was 
made with our user group.

When Kellerhals states 
“snowmobilers have the rest of 
Vancouver Island with its many 
logging roads to pursue their 
sports”, it sounds great until you 
know the facts.

Logging roads used to be great 
for snowmobilers before the Forest 
Practices Code ditched thousands 
of kilometers of logging roads, 
making them unusable for any 
winter recreation.

The expansion of Mount 
Washington Alpine Resort and 
BC Parks has displaced a large 
number of snowmobilers.  Add to 

that the rising freezing levels of the 
last twenty years, where the bulk of 
our snow pack is now above 4000 
feet and “the many areas suited 
for snowmobilers”, mentioned by 
Andrew Smith are fewer than ever.  

Mr. Smith is also incorrect when 
he states “no snowmobilers are 
presently allowed in the park”.  In 
fact, Mount Washington holds a 
permit to use snow machines for 
packing and patrolling on the park 
trails.  

The Kellerhals reference to 
“branches cut down to form 
rough trails” is bewildering to me 
in its purpose.  But when they 
paint snowmobilers as being 
disrespectful, beer-drinking, 
litterbugs, I have to take exception.

Snowmobilers are not asking for 
unlimited access to the park.  We 
are merely asking to be included 
in the park process and for some 
compensation for lost riding areas.

The North Island Snowmobile 
Club meets the 1st Wednesday of 
every month.  If the Kellerhals and 
Andrew Smith want to learn more 
about our sport, please contact 
Loren Tabish at (250) 287-4573

Yours truly,
Loren Tabish,
President, NISA

OCEAN
toALPINE
wilderness adventures

1 866 285-2724
oceantoalpine@wildisle.ca

www.island.net/~quintano

Waddington
Spring Ski Tour

Mountain
Valley

Ocean...

www.mountainmeadowssports.comwww.mountainmeadowssports.com

equipment • rentals • tours
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Dive opportunities 
abound all around 
Vancouver Island.  

With a rugged shoreline that is 
deeply indented by numerous 
fjords and inlets, much of its 
undersea terrain remains largely 
unexplored by divers.

Current–swept channels often 
provide the most fascinating 
diving.  Tidal changes push 
water through these narrow, 
constricted passages at velocities 
up to 16 knots, making them 
among the fastest-fl owing tidal 
channels in the world.

These turbulent, plankton-
rich waterways render a fertile 
habitat for a lush assortment of 
exotic marine life outstanding in 

variety and abundance.  During 
the brief intervals of slack 
water, these passages become 
phenomenal dive sites.

This is adventure diving of 
the fi rst order, a place where 
your next dive can bring new 
discoveries.  It’s one reason 
why more and more of the 
world’s renowned diving photo-
journalists are venturing this far 
north.

INVERTEBRATE CITY
Nothing in your previous 

tropical diving experience 
can fully prepare you for your 
fi rst jaw-gaping look at one 
of Queen Charlotte Strait’s 
profuse invertebrate-encrusted 

reefs.  Imagine carpeted ledges 
embroidered with colonies of 
pastel-pink soft corals and big 
clumps of encrusting sulfur 
sponge.

Amid the riotously painted 
chaos, a living canvas of multi-
coloured anemones, spiny red 

sea urchins, feathery hydroids, 
vast gardens of ghostly white 
plumose anemones and forest-
like groves of bull kelp all but 
obscure the rocky sea fl oor.  In 
all, more than 5,000 types of 
marine invertebrates – and still 
counting!

Probe beneath the sheltering 
tentacles of the crimson 
anemone, and you’ll likely 
see some neon-veined candy-
striped shrimp.  Countless 
numbers of sea stars, some as 
big as automobile tires, litter 
the rocky substrate.  Also the 
diversity and abundance of 
gaudy nudibranchs, or sea slugs, 
is simply stunning.

DENIZENS OF THE DEEP
The Emerald Sea teems with 

over 500 species of fi sh.  Among 
these is a dazzling assortment of 
rockfi sh including blue, black, 
widow and red snapper that 
school off the bottom, while 
the China, vermilion, quillback, 
tiger and yellow eye rockfi sh 
rove closer to the sea fl oor.  
While some of these fi sh lack the 
eccentric color patterns of their 
tropical counterparts, there are 
some notable exceptions.

The fi sh with kaleidscope eyes, 
the red Irish lord sculpin, blends 
into almost any background 
with its cryptic camoufl age.  
Another strikingly coloured 
sculpin, the grunt sculpin, has 
a peculiar long snout, stout body 
and long pectoral fi ns.  They 
rarely swim, preferring to move 
in a “hopping” fashion.  If it 

Diving the Wild Isle
Vancouver Island’s Emerald Sea offers 

sport divers a splash of tropical splendour 

It is perhaps one of sport diving’s best kept secrets.  An ocean 
realm so vast and diverse that those in the know at the prestigious 
National Geographic magazine once proclaimed it second only 
to diving in the Red Sea.  Heady praise, indeed, though there 
are many from the local sport diving community who would 
vehemently argue with that statement.  British Columbia’s avid 
cold-water divers fi rmly believe their Emerald Sea paradise is 
second to none.

There are few places 
on earth where 
sighting the six-gill 
shark, above, is 
as easy as around 
Vancouver Island.  
The smaller sea 
life, right, is equally 
world class in colour 

and character.

Photos and Type by Jett Britnell
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were a tropical reef inhabitant, 
its stature on the reef would be 
equivalent to that of a seahorse, 
trunkfi sh or puffer fi sh.  The 
eel-like decorated warbonnet is 
another local favourite that is 
usually found with its branching 
head protruding from behind a 
crevice or sponge.

Despite what you may have 
read elsewhere, you don’t have 
to necessarily go down in a 
submersible and sit idly on the 
bottom of the abyssal Bahamas 
trench to see six-gill sharks in the 
wild.  From June to September, 
divers routinely come across 2 
to 3 1/2 metre six-gill sharks at 
depths between 12 to 25 metres 
at two distinct sites.  Tyler Rock 
in Barclay Sound and Flora Islet 
off Hornby Island.

Their summertime appearance 
at these attainable depths remains 
a mystery.  Some speculate that 
these prehistoric sharks move 
into shallow water to mate or 
possibly to take advantage of 
other food sources.

Yet none of these piscine 
wonders can hold a candle to 
partaking in an aquatic waltz 
with a 6-foot wolf eel.  With 
faces that resemble those of 
grumpy old men, wolf eels 
provide some very lively 
encounters.  Ferocious-looking 
predators, wolf eels are the 
largest of the eel-type fi shes on 
the West Coast.  They can crush 
sea urchins, spines and all, with 
their powerful well-developed 
canine teeth. Surprisingly, 
they seldom, if ever, display 
aggression toward divers and 
actually seem to derive some 
form of pleasure from brief 
periods of human interaction.

Hunter and Huntress are 
unquestionably two of the 
friendliest and most revered 
wolf eels on the planet.  A mated 
pair of wolf eels may inhabit the 
same rocky den for years.  When 
divers are nearby, they will 
eagerly swim out into the open to 
interact with them.  What often 
follows can best be described 
as a fanciful unchoreographed 

aquatic waltz between diver and 
fi sh.  Offering encounters on 
par with the Cayman Island’s 
playful stingrays, or Yap’s manta 
rays, Hunter and Huntress 
similarly attract divers to this 
great cold sea.

THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS
“Supple as leather, tough as 

steel, cold as night!”  That was 
how Victor Hugo described the 
writhing tentacles of a giant 
octopus in his 1866 novel, Les 
Travailleurs de la Mer.  Hugo 
wrote of an unimaginable 
account of a man embroiled 
in a deadly struggle with 
a malevolent blood-thirsty 
cephalopod.  Surely what 

nightmare could be more 
horrible than to fi nd oneself 
suddenly engaged in arm-to-
arm combat with a slippery, 
eight-armed sea monster?

Of the more than 150 species 
of octopus in the world, there is 
only one species that can truly 
be called a giant – the Pacifi c 
giant octopus (octopus dolfl eini), 
the largest octopus in the world.  
One unusually large specimen 

was documented as reaching a 
size of 8 ½ metres across from 
arm tip to arm tip, and weighed 
close to 600 pounds!  While 
specimens that weigh 20 to 50 
pounds are not uncommon, 
most of the Pacifi c giant octopus 
that I’ve met range between 5 
and 40 pounds.

Though impressive in size, it 
need not be feared in the wild.  
They are shy, intelligent, gentle 
and harmless creatures, and West 
Coast divers consider an encounter 
with these beguiling cephalopods 
to be the highlight of any dive. 
Underwater photographers 
simply pine for an opportunity to 
capture one photograph of their 
dive buddy snarled in a gripping 
embrace with Hugo’s fi ctitious sea 
monster.

CORAL FANTASIA
Most people are not even 

aware that gorgonian corals are 
found here.  An elegant species 
of coral can be seen in shallow 
depths off the northern tip of 
Vancouver Island.  Discovered 
only a few years ago following 
some exploratory dives, this 
previously unreported species 
has since been identifi ed as 
Calcigoria spiculifera.  Small 
ravines of these delicate 30 
centimetre-high pink and white 
gorgonian corals are thus far 
known to occur in only three or 
four places in these waters.

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
OF THE CETACEAN KIND

British Columbia is home 
to a large number of marine 
mammals, including several 
species of dolphin; grey and 
humpback whales; a resident 
population of 100 killer whales; 
harbour seals; and thousands of 
stellar sea lions that haul out on 
the province’s wave-beaten rocky 
islets.  In recent years divers 
have been experiencing close 
encounters of the cetacean kind 
with vast herds of Pacifi c white-
sided dolphins.  These herds can 
number in the thousands.

One of my most memorable 
diving experiences with theses 
spirited lags happened a few 
years ago in the middle of 
Gordon Channel.  From beyond 
the edge of visibility, wave after 
wave of a half dozen or more 
dolphins soared past me at a 
depth of 13 metres.  Frustration 
mounted as I attempted to shoot 
pictures of these spell-binding 
mammals using only available 
light.  Unfortunately, as each 
graceful sortie of lags passed, the 
thundering clunk of my motor-
driven camera told me that 
the dolphins were moving 
much faster than the shutter 
speed I needed to obtain 
a proper exposure.  I was 
ready to throw in the towel 
when something wondrous 
happened.

The Emerald Sea 
teems with over 

500 species of fi sh. 

The largest octopus in the world, the 
Giant Pacifi c(right) live off Vancouver 
Island’s coast.  These giants can 
grow up to 8.5 metres long and weigh 
600 pounds, although most are much 
smaller.  These giants shouldn’t be 
feared, they are gentle, intellegent 
and shy.
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The pressure was on once I 
noticed that I only had one frame 
remaining.  Before I was even 
prepared, another squadron fl ew 
by.  Suddenly, one dolphin broke 
away from the herd, turned 
around and hurtled straight 
back at me with breakneck 
speed.  My jaw dropped in utter 
disbelief as this remarkable 
creature pulled right up in front 
of me and stopped dead in the 
water.  I was so surprised that I 
fumbled with my camera a little 
before tripping the shutter.  As 
I lowered my camera housing, 
this dolphin gave what seemed 
to be an approving nod, and 
then with a powerful kick of its 
muscular tail, it rocketed off into 
the aquasphere.  This was the 
last dolphin I saw, and fi ttingly, 
she provided me with the only 
picture worth keeping.

GRAVEYARD 
OF THE PACIFIC

Mariners have dubbed this 
hemisphere the “Graveyard of 
the Pacifi c”.  Vessels of every 
size and description have been 
lost here since the earliest days 
of exploration.  Many of these 
shipwrecks now serve as living 
reefs – which explains why, in 
recent years, some boats are 
deliberately being sunk to add 
to British Columbia’s reputation 
as the wreck diving capital of 
North America.

On October 20th, 2001 
the decommissioned HMCS 
Cape Breton was sunk in 
approximately 36 ½ metres 
of water off Snake Island.   At 
131 metres in length, and 
approximately 9500 tons, she is 
the largest artifi cial reef to date.  
The HMCS Cape Breton was 

the last of the Canadian Victory 
Ships which served as vital 
supply links for allied forces 
during World War II.

The Cape Breton sinking 
was the latest addition to 
British Columbia’s expanding 
underwater fl eet of artifi cial 
reefs.  The sinking was part 
of an ongoing project by the 
Artifi cial Reef Society of British 
Columbia (ARSBC)  ARSBC has 
sunk fi ve other former Canadian 
Navy ships on the BC Coast over 
the past decade.

TROPICAL SPLENDOUR 
IN A COLD SEA

Few places on earth can 
rival the grandeur of British 
Columbia’s Emerald Sea.  On 

any day of the year, I would stack 
this magical marine wilderness 
up against that to be found at 
any of the world’s warm water 
diving destinations.  True, the 
water is colder this far north 
of the equator, but the subsea 
splendour is, by comparison, 
nothing less than tropical.

Jett Britnell is a marine 
photojournalist who resides in 
Vancouver, British Columbia.  His 
cold water and tropical diving 
articles have appeared in many 
publications worldwide. 

MASON'S
MOTOR LODGE

Old World Charm New World Comforts

Phone (250) 761-4044
Fax (250) 761-4074

• Deluxe Accommodation
• Kitchenettes
• Reasonable Rates
• Open Year Round
• Fishing, Kayaking
• Sightseeing Charters

info@masonslodge.zeballos.bc.cawww.masonslodge.zeballos.bc.ca
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Get out and explore the quieter realm all around us
The underwater world: a place 

that can be explored 365 days 

a year, 24 hours a day.  Free 

of honking horns and bustling 

crowds, the one place a cell phone 

cannot ring and forget about 

the rain, scuba diving is one of 

the greatest ways of escaping 

the comparatively dry world of 

Vancouver Island.

From the Ogden Point break water near 
downtown Victoria to the remote tidal 
current dives off Port Hardy, Vancouver 
Island is home to some of the best diving in 
the world.

The natural beauty, wild creatures and 
uncharted territory make it an adventure 
sport for all ages and abilities. There is so 
much to see, do and explore in the waterways 
of the world that scuba diving is an activity 
that will last a lifetime.

“I’ve been doing it for over 25 years and 
I still love it” said Kevin Bates of Beaver 
Aquatics Ltd.  “It’s the only time you can be 
completely weightless.”

The combination of a tank, wet suit, 
fl ippers and mask on is combersome to say 
the least.  But scuba divers are much like any 
water animal, clumsy and awkward on land 
but smooth and elegent below the surface.

There are few experiences that can 
compare to looking up from deep under the 
surface back at the world above water.  It is 
surreal, especially the lack of noise. 

But getting to the bottom and  returning to 
the surface safely requires training. 

There are two main certifying bodies, 
whose rules and requirements are very 
similar.  NAUI and PADI certifi cations are 
what divers want and they are recognized 
all over the world.  Courses range from 
simple pool introductions to open water 
certifi cation to dive master.

To get out and enjoy the colourful sea 
life open water certifi cation is the basic 
requirement.  Prices for courses vary but are 
never too much.

“It’s relatively very inexpensive,” said 
Aaron Bradely owner of Ogden Point dive 
shop.  “And you can do it day or night, 365 
days a year.”

There are no shortage of dive training 
facilities on Vancouver Island.  So get out of 
the rain and away from every day life.  Go 
explore a new world, blow bubbles and get 
wet.

Victoria
Ogden Point Dive Centre
Full service dive centre with Ogden Point 
break water 10 feet from store.  Lessons, 
sales, rentals, service and guided trips. 
199 Dallas Rd. Victoria, BC, V8V 1A1
w - www.divevictoria.com
p - (250) 380-9119
e - info@divevictoria.com

Ocean Sports
Full equipment rental, dive charters, drop in 
dives, full service. Instruction from snorkel 
to instructor.
800 Cloverdale Ave.
w- www.oceansports.ca 
p - 1-800-414-2202 or  475-2202
e - info@oceansports.ca

Nanaimo
Sundown Diving
The one stop shop in Nanaimo for learning 
to dive.  Courses from beginner to instructor, 
full rentals, service and retail.
22 Esplande, Nanaimo, BC V9R 4Y7
w - www.sundowndiving.com
p - 753-1880 or 1-888-773-DIVE

Comox Valley
Pacifi c Pro Dive
Monthly open water instruction.  Rentals, 
many types of air fi ll, service, guided trips, 
sales.
#108-2270 Cliffe Ave. Courtenay, BC        
V9N 2L4
w - www.scubashark.com
p - 338-6829 or 1-800-800-DIVE

Union Bay Kayak
and Dive Centre
instruction open water to assistant 
instructor, rentals, wet suit and dry suits, 
sales, air fi ll, service, guided trips.  Wreck 
offshore.
Box 144, 5455 S. Island Hwy. Union Bay, V0R 3B0
w - www.seashelldiving.com
p - (250) 335-0301 or 1-877-833-DIVE

Campbell River • Quadra
Abyssal Diving Charters & Lodge
Guided trips, lessons and charters in the 
Discovery Islands. 
Box 747 Quathiaski Cove, Quadra Island, 
V0P 1N0
w - www.abyssal.com
p - 1-800-499-2297 or 285-2420
e - hosts@abyssal.com
Beaver Aquatics Ltd.
Full service dive centre with lessons ranging 
from introductory scuba to open water 
certifi cation and beyond.  Retail, rental, 
guided dives, air fi ll and service.
760 Island Highway, Campbell River
w - www.connected.bc.ca/~baquatics/
p - 250-287-7652
e - baquatics@connected.bc.ca

North Island
North Island Diving
Customized on demand dive courses with 
one on one instruction.  Full service dive 
centre with charters, air and equipment 
rental and retail.
Box 1674 Port Hardy, BC V0N 2P0
p - (250) 949-2664
e - dive@island.net
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soul, neither one of the native 
Heiltsuk fi shermen from Bella 
Bella, nor a fellow kayaker.

 As I continued a slow paddle 
with a painfully dry mouth, I 
suddenly spotted black-rimmed 
thunderheads starting to move 
in. I quickly landed on a rough, 
cobblestone beach on one of the 
small islands west of Stryker 
Island, pitched my tent and 
hurriedly set out all my empty 
pots and pans. I even stretched 

my two plastic bags over some 
hollows in a couple of large 
boulders. Then I sat hopefully in 
front of the tent and continued 
to watch the sky expectantly, all 
the while swatting bugs...

A week and a half before I 
had driven from my homeon 
Saltspring Island north to Port 
Hardy at the north end of 
Vancouver Island.  This was to 
be my great adventure.  After 
taking the ferry from Port Hardy 

A glance at my watch 
told me that it was 
2 p.m. on the 5th of 

July. That would make this the 
tenth day of my Discovery Coast 
solo kayak trip. The islands of 
the Bella Bella and the Hakai 
regions had been lying under a 
grey, cloudy sky for more that 
a week now, and my current 
energy level was almost reduced 
to that of a sleepwalker. My 
paddling was slow and laborious, 
and I was totally 
losing track of time. 
Extreme thirst was 
taking its toll, as 
well as inadequate 
caloric intake. This trip wasn’t 
exactly working out the way I 
had planned.

For the last two days the only 
water I had was the morning 
dew. Of course, that wasn’t 
enough by far. It also meant 
that I had started eating less, 
since without liquid intake I 
was beginning to have trouble 
swallowing. I had read once 
that it helped to keep a small, 
fl at pebble under your tongue 
when water is short. I tried it, 

and surprisingly the little pebble 
helped to keep some saliva 
in my mouth, and that was a 
considerable relief. What I really 
needed was rain. Or to fi nd a 
creek with clean water! The two 
small creeks I had discovered 
were polluted with seawater and 
only made me gag.

The weather remained a 
cloudy gray on gray, with a 
restless kind of sea, but still 
there was no convincing sign 

of rain! I stared at the sky as I 
swatted at mosquitoes and fl ies. 
They were having a fi eld day, in 
spite of the repellant. Although 
I had set out with two 20-litre 
containers of water, just as I 
fi nished my fi rst water bag, I lost 
my second one in a capsize. And 
that happy event had occurred 
over two days ago. 

What was a great surprise to 
me was the constant emptiness 
around me. Since I had started 
out, I hadn’t met a single 

to Bella Bella, I launched my 
kayak and paddled through an 
amazing and beautiful mélange 
of islands of all sizes, shapes and 
types.

Since my local kayak club 
had no plans of great interest to 
me this year, I decided to do an 
ambitious solo trip. Already half 
a dozen years past the customary 
retirement age, I consider time to 
be quite precious. I have been a 
paddler all my life, and couldn’t 

let a season go by without an 
adventure.

I did research in detail for 
months — via charts and books 
— and itched to explore some 
of the hundreds of islands (one 
source put their number at a 
thousand), along the northern 
British Columbia coastline. I also 
hoped to paddle through some of 
the reputed mysterious island 
lagoons so I allowed eighteen 
days for the whole trip.

After a truly wet launching 

 A Discovery Coast

It is diffi cult to comprehend that these quiet, tranquil waters 
lay almost back-to-back to the tumultuous, open waters of the Pacifi c.

Photos and story by Al Keith
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The kayak suddenly fl ips over like a piece of 
driftwood!

I have heard that fear, before it becomes panic, is a 
healthy reaction. For a moment there, I was maybe the 
healthiest man on the B.C. coast! Buffeted by the surf, I 
don’t know which way is up or down. There is nothing 
like a dunk into an icy sea to shake up the senses. 

Fortunately, I’m wearing my wetsuit. While fi ghting 
for air, I feel my feet touching the rocky bottom, and I 
push myself up as hard as I can. When my head breaks 
the surface, I see my capsized kayak fl oating on its side 
only three feet away, so I grab onto the gunwale. 

A quote from a story in an emergency action book 
popped into my mind. “You can survive — just keep 
living one minute longer!” I was determined to do just 
that. 

With relief, I see that both hatch-covers are still 
fi rmly in place. Scanning the waters for my paddle, I 

spot it fl oating fi fty feet away and fi ght my way over 
and retrieve it. 

At that point I begin wrestling my water-fi lled, 
sluggish boat in the direction of shore. After what 
seemed like hours, I manage to steer it onto a large, 
barely submerged rock. Then I slip my paddle-fl oat 
over one paddle-end, wedge the other paddle-end into 
the kayak’s webbing, and crawl back in. Two white-
capped eagles watch my desperate efforts from the top 

of nearby fi rs as I wailed away on 
my hand pump to empty my kayak 
of water. 

When the kayak was almost dry, I 
made one last supreme effort, push 
it mightily up on the rocky shore, 

and then collapse right beside it. I was exhausted! 
After a rest, I make my way along the water’s edge 

and search for the items that had been loose in my boat 
and were swept overboard. My momentary negligence 
had cost me my little camp-stove, fuel canisters and my 
second water bladder which had been stowed behind 
the seat and torn loose. No stove meant no more 
morning coffee, and no hot meals at night. Still, I could 
live with that for a few days, but what I couldn’t do 
without was drinking water!

Fast forward two days and I’m looking hopefully 
skyward on the rocky beach, pots and pans at the 

ready. And then the fi rst rain drops fell. 
It was not the kind of heavy downpour I had prayed 

for, but a surprisingly thin, gentle rain. Still, it was 
water, liquid and clean. After waiting for half an hour, 
I run from one container to another, collecting the 
precious liquid in my cup. Finally I down it with my 
eyes closed! I was sure that I’d never tasted anything 
more heavenly than that fi rst cup of rainwater! Sheer 
nectar! 

After drinking my fi ll, I retire to my tent, a slight 
rain still coming down. When I gather my rain bounty 
the next morning and empty all my pots and the plastic 
sheets, I fi nd that I have collected enough to fi ll 1/4 of 
my water bladder. That means I have enough of this 
liquid gold to last me for the remainder of my safari 
with rationing! That is, unless it rains some more.

from the ferry Queen of Chilliwack 
— an unruly sea had deposited 4 inches 
of water into my kayak even before I 

sat down in it — I paddled up Lama 
Passage and made McLaughlin Bay my 
fi rst overnight stop. Starting out early 
the following morning, I paddled past 
the native centre of Bella Bella and 
along the twisted shoreline of Campbell 
Island, until I hit Seaforth Channel. 
Here I switched to and maintained a 
westerly course for a couple of days, 
overnighting at 
spots that were fl at 
enough to make 
a kayak landing 
feasible and had 
room for my small tent. Gradually 
I made my way past Horsefall and 
Duffering Islands, and then turned 
south, passing through the infamous 
Gale Passage, which can only be entered 
at high tide slack.

The entire region is spectacular. I 
particularly enjoyed paddling through 
the occasional and mesmerizing lagoon, 

I had hoped and then beggeed for 
at least some summer weather.  But it 
was not to be. Instead what I got was 

very little sunshine, mainly dark and 
overcast days. 

Then on my eighth day after a good 
day’s paddle I began watching the 
shorelines of the islands for a place to 
pitch my tent, but found no inviting 
beaches. 

Finally, getting tired, I decide to bite 
the bullet and land on an iffy, but fl at, 

cobblestone beach. That is something I 
usually try to avoid, especially on an 
open shore which at times is battered 
by waves that seem to be coming 
straight from Japan.

Then, while still fi fty feet from 
shore, I felt the large dry-bag that was 
tied behind my seat start to shift, and 
for a moment I forget all else. Easing 

A quote from a story in an emergency action book popped into 
my mind. “You can survive — just keep living one minute longer!”

 I was determined to do just that. 

Adventure

I have heard that fear, before it becomes panic, is a healthy reaction. 
For a moment there, I was maybe the healthiest man on the B.C. coast! 

which presented an other-worldly 
ambience with their stillness and quiet 
waters. It was diffi cult to comprehend 
that these quiet, tranquil waters lay 
almost back-to-back to the tumultuous, 
open waters of the Pacifi c.

Visitors should be warned that they 
must be prepared for poor weather and 
rough seas, even in summer. 

out of my life jacket, I tuck the bag 
under the shock-cord in front of me. I 
also slip off my spray cover so that I can 
move more easily.

 I turn in my seat, facing backwards 
to reach for the webbing that holds the 
bag. Just at that precise moment a wave 
from Queens Sound breaks right on 
top of me. 
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From Shearwater, the ferry gratefully 
returns my kayak and me to Port Hardy 
on North Vancouver Island. Happy, and 
much wiser for all my experiences, I head 
for home.

And rain it did again, starting at noon 
the next day, while I paddle on Queen’s 
Sound. Thank God my water worries are 
over. But, as usual, with one need taken 
care of, another one rears its ugly head. Now 
my most fervent wish is that the sun would 
come out for the last few day of my junket 
and allow me to get warm and dry out! 

But instead it rains for several hours every 
day, and never stops long enough for me 
to dry my clothes, or the tent, even though 
I did try. Every piece of my clothing, plus 
the sleeping bag and the tent, were totally 
soaked. I started dreaming of dry clothes 
and a dry mattress to sleep on. With no stove 
and no hot food, sumptuous meals enter my 
dreams as well. The one item I am grateful 
for even now is my wetsuit, which keeps me 
comfortable throughout the day.

As I head in a northerly direction again, 
I have no idea that all three of my wishes 
are about to be fulfi lled, but in a different 
way than I envision. Far off in the distance, 

WI

I spot a yacht early in the afternoon of the 
fourteenth day — it’s running under power, 
its sails furled. 

So I paddle like a madman all afternoon, 
through steady rain, desperately trying to 
keep pace. I don’t even stop for lunch, but 
instead munch on my last two Granola Bars 
while paddling! Finally, in early evening, 
I run the sail-cruiser down in a sheltered, 
quiet cove, where she has anchored for the 
night. I knock on its hull, but the weather 
being what it is, its crew is tucked away 
safely and dry below deck. So I knock a 
couple of times.

Finally Pat, the female half of the crew, 
and a very astonished looking individual 
indeed, pushes her head through the hatch 
and looks down at me with wide, surprised 
eyes: “Where in the world did you come 
from in this kind of weather?” she asks. 
Obviously, they were not expecting callers! 
But with her next breath she invites me 
to come aboard. Within minutes I tie my 
kayak to the yacht, climb aboard, and start 
enjoying the warm hospitality of Ben and 
Pat Carter on their 42-ft. Sabre Incognito. 
Pat kindly digs up some of Ben’s clothes and 
insists that I change.  

I enjoy my fi rst hot meal in a week in 
the congenial company of these two U.S. 
mariners. Pat and Ben are from Evergreen, 
Colorado, but are members of the Sidney 
Yacht Club and do a lot of cruising in B.C. 
waters. Thanks to their hospitality, I sleep 
two nights on the soft and very dry mattress 
in the forepeak of their boat. 

Of course, now that I was no longer 
exposed in my kayak, the weather began 
improving promptly the next day! And by 
the time we motor into Shearwater, the ferry 
terminal near Bella Bella, the sky above is a 
baby-blue canopy, rubbed lightly with chalk 
dust! 

Rental Fleet Sale! Over 100 Boats!
www.comoxvalleykayaks.com 1.888 545.5595

Many people have asked me 
what I would do differently if I 
made the same trip again. 

Of course there always are lots of 
things you can improve on, but if I 
had to name one change to make, it 
would be: 

Don’t head into a complex island 
group like the Hakai all by yourself!  
Team up. Solo trips have risk.

I’ve also been asked which one 
item was so handy that I would not 
do without it on any future trip? 

That’s an easy one: My wetsuit. My 
reliable Farmer John suit not only made 
my capsize less arduous, but it also kept 
me warm when all my clothes were wet 
and cold from the constant rain.

The third question is: Which item 
would have made life a lot easier? 

Since I got lost a couple of times, 
this is also an easy one to answer:  A 
GPS (Global Positioning System). 
They now come in sizes no larger than 
a cell phone, and will pinpoint your 
location to within 100 yards. Totally 
invaluable if you travel in the Hakai or 
other remote areas. 

My Rescuers Pat & Ben Carter

Bella
Coola

Ocean
Falls

Bella Bella

Port Hardy

Klemtu

Queen Charlotte Sound

Hakai Pass
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There are many things in life I am 
passionate about. Chocolate is one of 
them, but this is not a support group for 

chocoholics. So that brings me to the next ‘up’, 
climbing. 

From spring to fall, (the west coast climbing 
season), I try to climb more than sleep. However, 
I also love triathlon, and the ‘on’ season can get 
awfully complicated when fi tting them both in. 
I try to split the year up into seasons — when 
the swim/bike/run schedule gets wild, the 
climbing tapers off.

This past fall was a climbing on-/tri off-season 
extraordinaire. Ian and I hopped in Melody the 
VW van and headed off for fi ve weeks. All 
climbing, not a single lap, cycle or jog to be had. 

Mind you, there were a few icy river baths and 
the occasional trail run to beat sunset, but none 
of the tri-sort. Just day after day of rock and sun 
and cheap American beer. 

We fl ipped a coin in Seattle — heads. Go 
south. So Smith Rock, Oregon was the fi rst 
destination. October in central Oregon is almost 
too hot to climb, which for the locals is annoying 
but to Canadians, bliss. We climbed 20 routes in 
four days, worked in our soft offi ce hands and 
took Melody for her fi rst visit to the mechanic 
(which looked like a bad omen but turned out 

to be some connection-type 
thingy). We met a fellow from 
Brazil who was eight months 
into his three-year climbing 
trip. The lucky dog — our 
fi ve weeks suddenly seemed 
barely adequate.

After a humid and scenic 
jaunt to Yosemite, we lasted 
only four hours in the Valley 
before moving on. Not sure 
if it was the half million 
tourists, the fully booked 
camping sites or the sad irony 
of the Yosemite bear. We 
turned Melody east and drove 
up to Tuolumne Meadows. 
The Meadows, being within 
the national park but at 8000 
feet with few amenities, keeps 
tourists away and climbers 
happy. I was in heaven; I was 
in Squamish south. Huge 
granite domes with very cool 

names, blinding skies and alpine lakes. And 
hardly a soul to be found, except two hilarious 
middle-aged surfers who kept us giggling the 
whole time.

A week later we summited Cathedral Peak, 
said “yo” to the dudes and went in search of 
pizza, toilets that fl ush and a different rock 
experience. Bishop is small-town America on 
the outside, but look closer and it’s a climbing 
mecca. The Sierra Nevada range slices straight 
through the valley, offering everything from 
multi-day mountaineering trips to a clip fest 
in the Gorge and excellent bouldering almost 
everywhere else. Its appeal might also be the 
network of middle-of-nowhere hot spring pools 
where we spent two full rest days.

We had 10 days of brilliant climbing, three 
pairs of shoes resoled at 
the Rubber Room and 
one shower in the world’s 
scuzziest laundromat. Note: 

if ever in Bishop, do NOT go to the Wash Tub. 
Instead, have a quick sink bath at the friendly 
Chevron and stock up on beef jerky. 

If you’re from Nevada, I apologize for the 
following paragraph. Nice people, weird state. 
In the 10 straight hours it took us to drive 
across it, we saw 22 other vehicles, eight 
highway signs warning us of UFO’s and one 
giant tarantula. Naturally Ian needed to turn 
around and examine the nice spider close up, 
while I sat calmly in the van (read: honking 
horn and yelling hysterically for him to get back 

in NOW). Crossing the Utah border was a bit 
of a relief.

I believe that everyone ought to experience  
Utah’s canyons at least once per lifetime. 
Sometimes the landscape was so foreign it 
was like the surface of another planet. The 
contrast of the red, green and blue was achingly 
beautiful. We worked our way through the 
state, starting in Zion. Rather than go up we 
went down, canyoneering hundreds of feet 
into a geological museum of colours and rock 
and sounds. And pools of water that had never 
before seen the sun.

We settled into Moab like a good book and 
a cup of tea. It was hardly our fault - three 
pubs, fi ve outdoor shops, an Internet cafe 
with strong coffee and world-class climbing 
in every direction. Apparently it draws all the 
world-class climbers too. On Wall Street, Ian 
belayed me from the van whilst drinking his 
(strong) coffee next to Kitty Calhoun. Paula 
Quenemon of Jagged Edge Mountain Gear put 
up Supercrack for us and then sat supportively 
on belay while I cranked the hardest and best 
(and if you ask Paula, longest) climb of my life. 
There was no one famous at Castleton Tower, 
but the sandstone chimneys had an infamy all 
their own. 

We wandered north the last week of October, 
stopping in gorgeous places like Maple Canyon 
and American Fork to test the rock. Nights in 
Melody were getting cold and long; I read the 
entire Lord of the Rings trilogy on this leg of 
the trip. Crossing the border into Canada was 
bittersweet – we reacquainted ourselves with 
Rockies‚ limestone and the Canadian dollar, but 
kissed the sun goodbye. By the time we made 
that last left turn to head west, my little tops 
were in the laundry bag and a toque was pulled 
fi rmly over my ears. Hello winter.

West coast rain means no more rock. Just 
in time, my waistline whispered. Climbing is 
hard work when you’re on the sharp end, but 
the rewards tend to be heavy in beer, Mexican 
food and lawn chairs — not a combination for 
maintaining cardio. It’s a new season, and time 
to focus on swim/bike/run again.

Although, you know, good winter 
mountaineering is just around the corner...!!

Sometimes the landscape was so foreign
 it was like the surface of another planet. 

This dot is me on Screaming 
Yellow Zonkers in Smith Rock 
State Park, Oregon

Me on the Stately Pleasure Dome, 
Tuolumne Meadows, Yosemite

Five Weeks of Rock, 
Sun, & American Beer

by Michelle Larstone

WI
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A
s I write this it is snowing 
like mad at ground 0, sea 
level. I hope most of you 
are off in the mountians 

frolicking in it, getting your late 
season fi x. Enjoy it while it lasts cause 
before long you will start seeing your 
p-tex smeared on the rocks and you’ll 
start to think about some other fun 
ways to get close to sharp rocks, like 
surfi ng! Here’s some random advice for 
those who either want to try surfi ng or 
who have never had any pointers and 
can’t understand why everyone keeps 
staring at them with a look that either 
says “stay the hell away from me” or 
“you are the funniest thing out here”. 
But seriosly, even if you do know how 
to surf and spent your winter season 
off in the mountains or cooped up in 
some apartment in god knows where, 
it will take a little while to back into 
the swing of things. 

If you already have a wetsuit, try it on 
just in case your are a little larger since the 
festive season munch fest. If it’s spring and 
the last time you surfed was August, don’t 
fool your self, change your gear to fi t the 
season: hood, gloves, boots, poly-pro,etc. 
If you’re in the market for a wetsuit, my 
advice is to spoil yourself a little. You’ll love 
it when everyone around is freezing while 
you’re starring in your own “Blue Lagoon”, 
searching for conch and seaweed. An all 
season hooded 5/4mm or 5/3mm is really 
what you want. Rent if you have too. 

“To pee or not to pee?”, this is a common 
question. If its your suit, its perfectly OK. If 
its not, forget it. Hold it or something! But 
then again if you spent 25 minutes trying to 
paddle out, would you go beachside just to 
feel better about your self?

As far as boards are concerned. It’s all 
about volume. Go big, but not too big. It 
depends on your wieght and strength. Its 
all too classic to see the 200+lbs Calgarian 
that can barely keep afl oat on the 6’3’ waffer 

chip he sported from Hawaii or the 110 
lbs mermaid releasing her 10’ beast 

of a board in front of your face. 
Get the picture? One fi n or 

three? Who cares right 
now.

The biggest challenge most people have 
is recieving a beating from the almighty 
ocean. It’s humbling and sometimes scary. 
Trying to get through the break only to 
turn around and paddle down the face of 
some huge wall of water can be a little 
intimidating. If you put that aside for a 
moment and go for it, and pull it off...It’s 
gotta be the best feeling ever. Surfi ng 
takes dedication and these challenges 
will always come up as long as you keep 
chasing waves. Pretty deep eh? Don’t get 
too serious, it’s all about fun. 

Surf tips for the beginner 

This is where you want to fi nd the 
conditions that are most suitable for 
your surfi ng enjoyment. The Tofi no/Long 

• eat lightly, drink non-diretic fl uids.
• stretch before and after.
• is your leash on?
• stay clear of others, especially in the fall   
line of the ocean.
• If its getting a bit crazy out there maybe 
you should use the buddy system, how’s 
your life saving skill’s anyway? Learn them.
• protect your brain, an unconscious surfer 
is a dead surfer.
• smile at people even if they don’t smile back. 
• learn about rips, currents and what to do if 
you get caught in one.
• take care of your board, no one wants to 
fi x a surfboard.
• it’s not such a bad idea to take a surf 
lesson. Learning from the pros is a sure way 
to pick up a few tips it might take years to 
fi gure out yourself. (Look to the right)
• after you think you’ve mastered surfi ng, 
remain humble...be that silent warrior.
• have fun! 
  Adam Smallwood
  blueplnt@yahoo.com

Get your hands on “The Endless 
Summer” (the classic surfi ng stoke movie), 
or “5mm Canada”(a little more realistic 
stoker). Start talking about surfi ng. Even 
if your friends are yappin about that sick 
line out in the backcountry. Try cutting in 
with - “how ‘bout those outside Cox Bay 
monsters eh?” 

Next, put on a wetsuit and run around the 
house or better yet... sleep with your board. 
Whatever it takes! 

Start getting stoked.Start getting stoked.1.

Your gear.Your gear.2.

 location, location. location, location.3.

Surf psychology.Surf psychology.4.

Beach area is perfect for almost every one. It 
has long sandy beaches that are easy to access, 
a variety of waves and shiney happy people 
everywhere. If the waves are too big or small 
at one place you can always go to another. 
This is where the absolute beginner wants to 
spend a good amount of time before heading off 
to other challenging places. The South part of 
the island has surf but it is crowded, fi ckle and 
considerably more dangerous due to creepy 
rocks, kelp, cold waves, angry local sea life, 
that kinda stuff. In surfi ng, you will never know 
until you go. Search around and you might 
score epic surf that will send you scrambling to 
quit your day job.

Odds and ends.Odds and ends.5.
And lastly a few quick tips to keep in 

mind on your very fi rst day and a few to 
remember every day...

or how to go from Beachside to Bodistapha in 5 easy steps



19

W
il

d
 I

s
le
 

w
es

t 
co

as
t 

ad
ve

n
tu

re
 •

 w
w

w
.w

il
d

is
le

.c
a

www.wildisle.ca

While there is no substitute for 
practice a good teacher can always 
help.  In the Tofi no area there are 
several surf schools to check out.

Pacifi c Surf School
p - 250-725-2155
w - www.pacifi csurfschool.com

The school operates out of Storm Surf 
Shop in Tofi no, offering daily lessons in 
small groups.

Surf Sisters Surf School
p - 877-724-SURF
w - www.surfsister.com

This is an all female surf school out 
of Tofi no. They offer a wide range 
ofclinics and daily lessons.

Inner Rhythm Surf School
p - 877-393-SURF
w - www.innerrhythm.net

Take a daily lesson or join a camp.  
Inner Rhythm offers camps for adults 
and teens.

Hooksum Outdoor School
p - 250-670-1120
w - www.hooksumschool.com
As part of Hooksum’s life saving 

course they teach surf guiding.  The 
Hesquiat Harbour based school 
teaches senior resuscitation, bronze 
medalion and cross in open water.  
Surfi ng is taught in conjunction with 
that to give students an overall sense 
of on water safety.

Deep Snow and Surf
p - 604-737-7669
w - www.deepsnowandsurf.com

As well as snowboarding tours Deep 
Snow and Surf runs surf adventures  
to Tofi no and remote beaches. 
Transportation, accomodatin and 
guiding included in the tours for all 
abilities.

Getting to the beach can be the 
hardest part of surfi ng, but a few 
companies are helping carless surfers 
get to the waves.

Ocean Sports
p - 1-800-414-2202 or 475-2202
w - www.oceansports.ca

A 14 passenger bus leaves the Victoria 
store every few weeks bound for Long 
Beach near Tofi no.  The bus leaves at 6 
am and returns around 7 pm, with fi ve 
hours spent in the water.  Beginners 
are welcome and package deals are 
offered for bus ride and rentals.  $75 
for complete rental and bus, $35 just 
for the bus. 

Tatchu Adventures
p - 888-895-2011
w - www.tatchuadventures.com

Tahsis based Clay Hunting and his 
zodiac can whisk hikers to some of 
the nicest and emptiest beaches and 
breaks on Vancouver Island.  Forget 
the crowds and competition. Tatchu 
offers learn to surf  and remote camps 
in combination with surf schools.

Island Link Suttle Bus
p - 250-726-7790
w - www.longbeachlink.com

Just like its name implies the bus 
service links east Vancouver Island 
communities with the Pacifi c Rim. Pick 
up and drop off charters, tours and bus 
service are available.

Tofi no Bus Company
p - 1-866-9-TOFINO
w - www.tofi nobus.com 

Want to get from Victoria to Tofi no? 
Tofi no Bus offers regular shuttles from 
May to October.  They leave Victoria 
in the morning, drive to Tofi no, and 
drive back to Victoria in the same day.  
Kayaks and surf boards are welcome.

Adventures

Hike 
Nootka Island Trail

the 

Tahsis • Vancouver Island
BC's Historic Nootka Sound

www.tatchuadventures.com

4 & 7 Day 
Full Service Camps
For Learn to Surf, Youth Groups 

& Experienced Surfers

Toll Free 1-888 895-2011

Tatchu

Ta
tchuTa
tchu

A
dventures
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Wet suit and a board are the required 
tools of the trade on Canada’s West 
Coast.  Buy your own or rent, from the 
stores listed below.

VICTORIA - Ocean Sports, rentals 
and retail, 800-414-2202.

Coastline Surf and Sport, retail, 250-
382-2123.

HtO, retail, 250-920-5511.
NANAIMO - Alternative Groove, 

Nanaimo, rentals and retail, 250-390-7433.
COUTENAY - Ski and Surf, retail, 250-

338-8844.
TOFINO - Live to Surf, rentals and 

retail, 250-725-4464.
Storm Surf Shop, Tofi no and Uculuet, 

rentals and retail, Tofi no: 250-725-3344.
Sooke Cycle and Sport, rentals and 

retail, 250-642-3123.

Get Schooled 
and other useful stuff for learning to surf

SURF SCHOOLS GETTING THERE THE GOODS
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compartment fi ts everything 
one would need for a long mid 
winter trip, or a light overnight 
to a cabin. But also packs down 
enough to feel compact for short 
jaunts from the ski hill.

On the outside is an oval 
shaped pocket specifi cally 
designed for all the avalanche 
assessment and rescue gear. It 
is sealed with double zippered 
zips, complete with clips to 

ensure the pack won’t 
undo accidentally. 

Concentrating all the 
gear in one spot makes 

it super accessible 
when it is needed 

most, and keeps 
the inner pocket 
dry and snow 
free. The lid 
is detachible 
and has three 
pockets. They 
are roomy and 
allows for 
separating all 
those little 
things.

GEAR ROOM New Prior 
Splitboards

WHISTLER- Due to 
increasing demand Prior 
splitboards are now available 
in 161cm and 176cm lengths. 
The 161cm model is perfect for 
women- it is 10% softer than our 
other sizes and slightly narrower 
at the waist. The 176cm model 
is ideal for larger riders seeking 
maximum fl oat and stability 
while riding and ascending in 
the backcountry. 

Two recent additions to the 
swallowtail Pow-Stick lineup 
include the 176cm and 167cm 
models. “The shorter widths 
allow riders to rip up pow 
through the trees like never 
before,” explains board designer 
and founder, Chris Prior.

The swallowtail design offers 
maximum fl oat and carving 
power in powder. It is also great 
for directional cruising and is an 
mportant addition to anyone’s 
quiver.

For those with very large feet 
the 168XW, with a 27 cm waist 
width is now available as a stock 
item. 

For more information on 
the full line of snowboards 
Prior offers please go to 
www.priorsnowboards.com

Forget about the lumpy 
seat back packs usually 
make at lunch stops. 

And forget about shovels and 
probes hanging off packs. The 
Dana Designs Snow Factor pack 
pads the bum and stylishly stows 
all the gear in an attractive and 
versatile setup.

The back support separates 
from the pack to become a 
sleeping pad or a lunch stop 
butt warmer. It’s a little thin 
for princesses but would 
suffi ce in a pinch. The 
pad folds into two to 
fi t on the pack with 
Velcro straps. The 
system works well for 
quick access and easy 
access, but the pad 
tends to slip out of 
place when attached 
to the pack under 
heavy use. 

There are two 
main pockets 
in the body of 
the pack. The 
larger main 

Yupi Skishoes

D a n a  D e s i g n s  S n o w  F a c t o r  P a c k

The Yupi Snowspider 
skishoe is a local 

innovation hailing from Whistler 
B.C. A hybrid between a touring 
ski and a snowshoe we found 
the Yupi both a thing of wonder 
and a thing of frustration.

Strapping the Snowspider on is 
straightforward but the lack of a 
clear suggested technique forced 
us to experiment with a couple 
of strap confi gurations. The 
front plastic rachet mechanism 
we found to be particularly 
frustrating repeatedly becoming 
undone and dropping over the 

toe of the boot. This problem 
was encountered in 20 cm+ of 
soft snow on steep ground where 
presumably the force of lifting 
the Yupi back up through the 
snow made the strap rotate on its 
rivet and drop over the boot toe.

However by bringing one of the 
ankle straps under then back over 
the top of this strap and securing 
the fastex snap the binding 
remained secure. Regardless we’d 
suggest sourcing  a more secure 
version of this rachet.

True to the hang tag’s 
description the Yupi is a marvel 
on sidehill traverses 
and the climbing heel 
provides a fi rm platform 
on steeper ground. 
Certainly superior to 
any snowshoe we’ve 
tried. 

The permenantly fi xed 
skins on the bottom of the 
Yupis gripped well while 
climbing and surprised 
us with the relatively 

smooth travel when descending. 
There wasn’t a tendency to 
throw the yupier forward like 
ski skins can. This comes into 
its own when descending with 
a load, for example returning 
down your up track in the forest. 
Here the Yupi excelled.

Having said that, there is still 
a skin on the bottom and when 
descending you have to be on 
pretty steep ground to get any 
kind of speed and turns going. 
The motion in soft powder felt 
not unlike glissading with a sort 
of semi-running glide sensation. 

Straps on the sides of the pack 
make carrying skis a quick affair. 
Ease of use saves the shoulder 
ache that any boot-packing 
-skier knows well. The only 
drawback is that without a lot 
of gear in the pack or something 
to tie the tips together the skis 
swing wildly. Bumps to the head 
are not uncommon.

Snowboard straps are 
available as an optional extra 
from Dana Designs.

There is an ice axe loop with 
a solid buckle to make sure the 
axe doesn’t move even in the 
worst wipe-outs.

The outer fabric is tough 
and water shedding, perfect for 
the unpredictable weather and 
tough vegetation of Vancouver 
Island. The Dana Designs 
Snowfactor pack is a great pack 
for runs down the backside of 
Mt. Washington or overnighters 
to those cozy cabins in the Coast 
Range. Its features ensure you 
will arrive at your destination 
with all your gear and a warm 
butt to boot.

WILD ISLE

w w w . w i l d i s l e . c a / a d v e r t i s i n g

a d v e n t u r e c o n d u i t

C a l l f o r A d v e r t i s i n g i n f o r m a t i o n
o r g r a b o u r r a t e c a r d o n l i n e

w i l d i s l e @ i s l a n d . n e t
2 5 0 2 8 5 - 2 2 3 4

Skiing it is not.
And that would perhaps sum 

up our experience with the Yupi. 
At the end of the day the Yupi 
feels like a little  too much shoe 
and not enough ski. We’d like to 
see a little more length to improve 
fl otation and perhaps really make 
Yuping “a new winter sport in 
itself”. Afterall if you’re going to 
use them to pack your snowboard 
into the backcountry who cares if 
you can descend on them?

For more info visit online 
www.yupiskishoes.com
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NORTH VANCOUVER - Brooks Wetsuits 
Ltd. have launched a new line of neo paddle 
wear - the Elaho  Series.

Unveiled to retailers at the 2001 Summer 
Market for this springs purchasing programs, 
the 3mm paddle wear line includes mens and 
womens vests and unisex shorts and pants.

The anatomically designed 6 panel 
paddle shorts and pants which offer a grip 
band  waistband to seal against skin, are 
cut for maximum comfort while seated and 
the pants have ankle zippers with zipper 
keepers.

 Mens and womens vests are cut with 
roomy armholes and stretchy side panels for 
full fl exibility.  

As with all Brooks neoprene products,  
the Elaho series is designed with the glued 
and blindstitched seam construction which 
offers the maximum dryness for superior 
warmth.

Seperates offer more choices for paddlers 
than a farmer john style wetsuit, such as 
being able  to add or remove layers as needed.  
Seperates can be purchased in different sizes 
for top and bottom, which is advantageous 
for  people who have a diffi cult time fi nding 
a comfortable fi tting wetsuit.

From a personal safety standpoint, the 
3mm Elaho Series offers the same thermal 
protection as a 3mm wetsuit when the top 
and bottoms are worn together.

Shorts and Pants are Unisex Sized: XS 
- XL Black Only  

Mens and Womens Vests are Sized: S-XL 
Black Only

Shorts and Vests $33 US/ $46 CAD MSRP   
Pants $55 US /$75 CAD MSRP

Brooks Wetsuits 
Ltd. is a Canadian 
m a n u f a c t u r e r 
and distributor 
of sprayskirts 
and paddling 
a c c e s s o r i e s .   
Contact Customer 
Service at 1-888-
986-3441 for the 
retailer nearest 
you.

SE
A

KAYAK GUIDES

A

LLI A N C E B.C
.

www.geophilia.ca

To Request an Information Package
call Ocean River Sports

1-800-909-4233
geofilia@island.net

Geophilia
Adventures

sp
ec

ial
izin

g in guide training

since 1997

guide n 1. a person who
shows others the way

2002 Course Dates

Day Guide

Assistant Guide

Full Guide

May 17-26, May 31- June 9,
June 28-July 7, Aug 30-Sept 8, Sept 13-22

June 11-14 June 18-23

Name: Email:

Address:

Province/State: Postal/Zip Code: Country:

1 Year, 5 issues $16.05* 2 Years, 10 issues $32.10* * includes GST, US & International 
subscribers pay same price in US funds

Wild IsleWild IsleWild Isle
The Islands' Adventure MagazineThe Islands' Adventure MagazineThe Islands' Adventure Magazine

Subscribe to Wild Isle today. Just completely fill out
this coupon (both sides, please), and mail to:
Wild Isle, PO Box 482, Heriot Bay, BC, VOP 1H0 

Subscribe today & have Adventuredelivered to your door!

Brooks unveils ‘neo’ Elaho series
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Wilby Inn Backpackers

 Ideal for 1 person or 10.
Full cooking and laundry facilities.

Welcome hikers, cyclists, kayakers 
or anyone in need of a rest

Eagles, seals, amazing views, peace, 
laughter, space & waterfront access.

Ph 250 285-2573
10 min. from ferry. 129 Joyce Rd, Quadra Island

Single, double, dorm: day, week or month rates.

Directory ads are $60/issue or $45/issue for 5 issues.
Call today 250 285-2234 or eMail: wildisle@island.netDIRECTORY

Strathcona
Wilderness  Ins t i tu t e
Works in partnership with BC Parks inspiring awareness, 

appreciation, and stewardship of the natural world 

through education and participation. 

To learn more about programs and volunteering opportunities.

Call (250) 337-1871• Information- 285-3322 •

Pub Open All Year 
Accommodations, Cottages, 
Kayak Rentals, Marina, Fuel

www.heriotbayinn.com

on beautiful Quadra Island
amidst the Discovery Islands

Accommodation

SPORTS RENT
YOUR COMPLETE SPORTS RENTAL CENTRE

• SKIS
• RACKS
• CAMP
• BIKES

• SNOWBOARDS
• SURF GEAR
• MOUNTAINEERING
• KAYAKS & CANOES

sportsrentbc.com

(250) 385-7368
611 Discovery St. Victoria, BC

Discovery
Islands

www.discoveryislands.ca
www.quadraisland.ca

Retail/Rental

151 Dogwood St Campbell River

Simply the best 
biking gear around

286-6340
lemmings@island.net

Misc.

LOOKING
ADVERTISE
for an affordable way to

Wild Isle Directory Ads
from only $45 an issue

250 285-2234

Hooksum
Outdoor School

PO Box 352 Tofino, BC, V0R 2Z0
www.hooksumschool.com

(250) 670-1120

outdoor 
leadership 
training

North IslandDiving
Port Hardy's full service

Dive Shop
On demand dive courses

1 on 1
instruction

250-949-2664

diving@island.net

retail
rentals

& service

Gender? Female Male     Age range?   <15-19 20-39  40-59 60+ 

Will you make a major equipment or clothing purchase ($500) in the next year?         Yes     No  
What do you spend on outdoor gear/clothing a year?    $100-$500      $500-$1500 $1,500 + 

What is your favourite apres activity beverage?

Have you ever or do you plan on taking an outdoor course or guided adventure trip? Yes   No

What type of trip?

How many people read or see your copy of Wild Isle? 1 2-3 4 or more 

Please name any locations you would like Wild Isle to be distributed at: 

Please list your three favourite outdoor activities?

Are there any topics you would like to see in Wild Isle?   

hannon 
Surfboards

A
1

250 285-2234

Wild Isle Media

www.wildisle.ca/media
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Vfia HpibVfia Hpib




